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was left to private enterprise, to speculators, concession hunters,
profit seekers and land-grabbers, who had too little sentiment
in their hearts for the backward people who were so con-
veniently exploitable. The threatening shadow of racial dis-
crimination hangs heavily across vast British African territories
to-day as a result.

Political and economic domination by one people over
another is preposterous to-day and contrary to all our profes-
sions. Infinite harm was often done to achieve it. A different
relationship is necessary, for governments in most depen-
dencies are "alien." British control is generally tolerant and
easy going and the majority of the people are consequently
acquiescent and embarrassingly loyal to Britain. But it would
be folly to ignore the stir going on beneath the surface every-
where, just as it would be criminal to attempt to repress the
emerging political activities which too many imperialist blimps
have sought to stifle in other days. It ought no longer to be the
function of colonial governments to hold the ring for alien interests
to exploit and develop what natural wealth there may be; to see
the surplus wealth drained overseas for the enjoyment of anyone
outside the people who produce it or whose natural resources
it is; to remain Indifferent to the claims of health and education
and social advance; to concede little to the people in the way of
consultation and collaboration or of political representation and
responsibility. The time has come when Britain must renounce
an imperialistic relationship with the colonial peoples and
government be inspired by new conceptions of purpose.

Socialists have no right to be apathetic to the working out of
this approach to "empire/* A new positive and constructive
attitude has been built up as a result of their criticism but it
must be added that that attitude also owes much to men who
have carried great Imperial responsibility, to publicists and
research workers, to teachers in the universities arid critics in
the British Parliament Even Imperialists and big interests also
protest that beyond the economic development and exploitation
they desire, the colonies must enjoy more welfare and a better